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Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


August  5,  i960 
Letter  Ho.  936 


The  green  carpet  is  out  for  farm  "broadcasters  who' re  thinking  of  covering  the 
Fifth  World  Forestry  Congress  (Aug.  29-Sept.  10  )  at  Seattle.    There  will  he  1850 
delegates,  about  700  from  more  than  60  foreign  nations. . .It 1 s  once  in  a  lifetime  for 

the  event  in  the  U.  S  Speaking  of  going  places. . .it *s  fair  time... of  which 

you're  well  aware... hut  we're  fascinated  hy  the  deals  offered  by  some  sponsors.  Over 
at  Georgetown,  Del.,  this  week,  just  for  an  example,  even  an  old  rake  could  have  taken 
a  prize.     "Everyone  that  enters  the  Antique  Farm  Implement  Show  will  get  a  watermelon" 

...said  the  "come-on"  publicity  Other  than  a  recording  of  a  voice  plugging  ham 

station  "17W2^26"  a  tape  we  rec'd  today  lacks  identification. .. so,  "come  in  Ifti2k26, 
and  who  are  you?" 


TOTAL  LOANS  DECREASED 


Farmers  Home  Adm.  made  and  insured  $308,872,000  in  loans  during  the 
past  fiscal  year,  the  Dep't  of  Agric.  reports.    This  is  down  from  $361  Billion 
during  fiscal  1959 >  and  the  $333  million  average  in  each  of  the  past 
five  years.    Loans  went  to  lCl,000  farmers. .. .29,000  others  received 
credit  coiinseling  aid. 


OF  WHEAT,  MILK  AND  SUPERMARKETS 

Undesirable  wheat  varieties. . .to  be  discounted  20  cents  per  bushel  in  price 
support  rates  on  the  1961  crop... were  announced  today.    There's  no  change  from  the  37 

varieties  discounted  this  year  Milk  used  in  manufactured  dairy  products  in  1959 

was  down  one  percent  from  1958. . . still  totaled  over  58  billion  pounds,  according  to 
the  Crop  Reporting  Board.    Reductions  in  milk  used  for  butter,  cheese,  and  evaporated 

milk  offset  increases  in  other  products  Independent  supermarkets  have  organized 

to  buy  direct  from  farm  product  shipping  points,  now  compete  pricewise  with  the  big 

chains,  according  to  a  USDA  marketing  research  report  out  today  Unfavorable  - 

weather  cut  sugar  beet  planting  25,000  acres  below  acreage  allocations. . .USDA  will 
make  the  acreage  available  to  cover  overplantings ,  let  late -planting  Calif ornians 
boost  their  acreages. 


GAIN  IK  CANCER  BATTLE 

A  discovery  in  studies  of  poultry  cancer  may  aid  in  the  battle  against 
the  disease  in  humans.    USDA  scientists  have  proved  a  virus- caused,  poultry 
cancer  can  spread  by  direct  contact... it  had  been  thought  to  be  non-con- 
tagious.   The  finding,  by  Dr.  B.  R.  Burmester  at  the  U.  S.  Regional  Poul- 
try Lab.,  East  Lansing,  Mich.,  affirms  many  scientists' belief  that  viruses 
cause  some  forms  of  cancer.    We  suggest  cautious  use  of  words  in  discus- 
sing this  on  the  air.     (The  cancer  was  transmitted  only  from  bird  to  bird.) 
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BEHIND  WORLD  HEADLINES 

FOR  RELEASE  AUG.  8  --  Vaccines  are  proving  effective,  but  the  supplies  are  "too 
little  and  too  late"  and  African  horsesickness  has  now  swept  over  Turkey,  Jordan,  and 
probably  the  entire  Arabian  Peninsula,  the  Foreign  Agri.  Serv.  reports.  The  disease 
threatens  farm  production  in  the  Middle  East  and  Mediterranean  areas. . .where  farmers 
are  dependent  on  horses  and  donkeys ....  Japan  has  eased  import  restrictions  on  cattle 
hides  and  calf  skins.    Already  the  major  foreign  market  for  U.  S.  hides,  Japan  should 

be  in  position  to  take  more  of  these  products  now  The  Russian  grain  harvest  was 

at  its  peak  in  the  North  Caucasus  and  southern  Ukraine  in  mid-July.    The  Soviets  said 
first  yields  were  above  average,  crop  prospects  "good."    Our  observers  think  the  re- 
ports may  be  optimistic  generalizations,  believe  a  late,  cool  spring  cut  their  pros- 
pects to  "fair."    We're  told  Soviet  radio  put  a  big  pitch  on  encouraging  farmers  to 
harvest  ripe  wheat.    We're  positive  cur  farmers  don't  have  to  be  urged  to  get  the 
combine  in  the  field  when  it's  time  to  harvest  the  crop.    But  about  k  million  acres 
of  grain  were  caught  under  snows  in  Russia's  "new  lands"  area  last  year. 

In  Ouagadougou  (WA-GA-DOO-GA)  this  a.m.,  citizens  of  the  world's 
newest  nation,  the  Voltiac  Republic,  cheered  at  the  moment  of  inde- 
pendence from  French  West  Africa. . .where  we  exported  $6  million  in  farm 
goods  last  year.    That  was  a  200  percent  gain  over  1953* • .further  de- 
velopments may  be  near  (our  copy  of  Webster's  (circa  1937)  shows  Ouga- 
dougou  with  a  population  of  19-..we  suspect  it's  been  developing  rapidly.) 

OUTSTANDING  U-H'ERS  HERE 

About  125  outstanding  Negro  k-R  boys  and  girls  from  17  Southern 
states  will  be  at  Howard  University  all  next  week  for  the  13th  Annual 
Regional  k-E  Club  Camp.    The  theme  of  the  camp,  "Learn,  Live  and  Serve 
Through  ^-H,"  will  be  carried  out  in  visits  to  places  of  interest, 
including  the  Agric.  Research  Center  at  Beltsville,  and  in  discussion 
of  youth  problems. 

INFO -CULTURAL  EXCHANGE 

Our  boss,  USDA  Office  of  Information  Director  R.  Lyle  Webster,  is  just  back 
from  a  month  in  Russia.    He  led  an  exchange  delegation  on  agric.  information  and 
planning.    The  trip  was  provided  for  in  U.  S. -Soviet  agreement  for  cooperation  and 
exchanges  in  scientific,  technical,  educational  and  cultural  fields. . .With  him  went 
Louis  E.  Childers  of  ARS,  Franklin  Thackrey  of  AMS,  Elmer  Winner  of  the  Fed'l  Ext. 
Service,  A.  J.  Nichols  of  FAS,  and  I.  L.  Kosin  of  Wash.  St.  U.    They  studied  ways  in 
which  agric.  research  results  are  spread  and  put  into  use  on  Russian  farms,  how 
information  work  is  organized,  and  media  used.    A  Russian  team  is  expected  to  visit 
the  U.  S.  this  fall  for  a  comparable  study. . .We '11  have  tape  offerings  with  some  of 
the  team  members  on  various  aspects  of  their  findings,  and  at  various  lengths,  with- 
in a  few  days. 

[ACCIDENT  FATAL  FOR  JIITrUSSELLI 

J.  S.  (Jim)  Russell  died  when  his  car  struck  the  rear  of  a  truck 
in  Iowa  Thursday.    He  was  68,  the  nationally- known  farm  editor  of  the 
Des  Moines  Register  &  Tribune.    During  World  War  II  Russell  was  dep. 
administrator  of  the  Food  Distribution  Adm. ,  and  asst.  War  Food  Admini- 
strator here. 
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HOW  THE  GROCERY  BILL  IS  SPLIT 


A  steady  rise  in  marketing  charges  for  food  products  has  been  the  "big  factor  in 
a  63  percent  hike  in  the  total  bill  to  U.  S.  consumers  over  the  past  10  years.  USDA 
announced  yesterday  that  marketing  charges. . .the  prices  of  assembling,  processing, 
transporting,  and  distributing  the  products  in  the  national  market  basket. . .rose  to 
$39  billion  last  year.    Farm  value  of  the  food  was  $19. 7  billion,  bringing  the  total 
bill  to  $58.7  billion.    Farmers  got  3S  cents  of  the  food  dollar  last  year... 39  cents 
through  the  first  half  of  i960.    Marketing  specialists  who  boil  these  facts  and 
figures  down  to  average -man  outlays,  say  that  in  1959  a  family  that  paid  $1,0^0  for 
food  got  products  that  sold  for  $399  from  the  farm,  but  picked  up  $6^1  in  marketing 
charges  along  the  way  to  the  shopping  cart.    At  the  prices  in  stores  during  the 
! April- June  quarter  of  this  year,  the  same  family  will  pay  §lk  more  for  groceries  this 
[year. 

WELL,  WE  RIDE  FENCES  ON  WHEELS  NOW 

We  haven't  been  really  concerned,  personally,  as  high-brow  machines 
like  Univac  marched  into  thinking-men's  jobs.... But  now,  machines  are 
getting  closer  home.    Farm  engineers  at  the  U.  of  Wis.  are  giving  a 
premiere  demonstration  of  a  fence  building  gismo  this  weekend  at  Marsh- 
field  (Wis.).    They  say  it  lets  three  men  do  the  work  of  12... builds  a 
mile  of  fence  per  day.    Keep  it  under  control,  fellows. 

MILT  BLISS  MOVES  TO  WFIL-TV 

Over  the  years  we've  received  many  phone  calls  from  Milton  Bliss,  mostly  from 
Chicago.    This  week  came  one  from  a  new  direction,  announcing  that  Milt  is  now  (since 
last  Monday)  farm  director  of  WFIL-TV,  Philadelphia.    Since  1953;  Milt  has  been 
agric.  representative  for  NBC  and  produced  the  Nat'l  Farm  and  Home  Hour  on  Saturday 
from  Chicago.    Now,  he  has  left  NBC  to  bestow  his  farm  TV  talents  on  the  Pennsylvania, 
New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Maryland  area  from  the  City  of  Brotherly  Love  at  times  to  be 
announced.    Milt  sounds  pleased  and  so  does  Wally  Erickson,  KFRE,  Fresno,  who  is 
gen'l  farm  director  for  the  Triangle  Stations,  of  which  these  stations  are  two. 
Congratulations  to  all  concerned. 

WATER  A  BIG  TOPIC  FOR  PLAINSMEN 

The  magnitude  of  water  problems  that  face  the  10- state  region  got 
major  emphasis  in  discussions  of  the  Great  Plains  Agricultural  Council 
last  week  at  Laramie,  Wyo.    Council  members ...  drawn  from  land- grant 
colleges  and  USDA  agencies  serving  the  region  that  stretches  from  Mexico 
to  Canada,  heard  an  industrial  economist  warm  up  cold  statistics  to 
show  that  "total  annual  water  supplies  will  be  completely  consumed  in 
the  Northern  Plains  by  the  1980's...in  the  Southern  Plains  by  the  year 
2000"... if  growth  continues  at  expected  rates.    Another  speaker  warned 
..."As  the  total  demand  for  water  increases  and  as  the  competition  among 
uses  becomes  more  intense,  it  seems  certain  that  society  will  not 
tolerate  inefficiency  in  use." 
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OF  MIKES  AND  MEN 

For  homburg- sporting  newsman  Ben  McDonald  (WECT-TV,  Wilmington,  N.  C.),  a  very- 
special  plaque  "...in  grateful  recognition  of  outstanding  public  service  to  farmers 
and  the  general  public  in  eastern  North  Carolina  through  dissemination  of  farm  pro- 
gram information"  was  presented  recently  by  the  North  Carolina  Agric.  Stabilization 
and  Conservation  state  committee.  The  award  is  said  to  be  the  first  of  its  kind, 
jen  does  his  Carolinas'  Farm  Beat  program  M-F  6:30-7  a.m. 


The  Lest, Supper:    It  seems  that  Calvin  Pigg  (WBAP,  Fort  Worth) 
took  wife  and  friends  to  a  picturesque  picnic  spot  20  miles  out.  They 
sat  down  to  eat.    Then  Cal  remembered  the  vittles  which  were  back  at 
home,  and  that's  where  they  were  finally  eaten. 

Cal  probably  had  his  mind  on  other  things... as  now  comes  news  that  WBAP-TV  will 
revive  its  weelcly  farm  show  after  a  two-year  lapse.    He'll  do  the  15  min.  show 

Saturdays  at  8  a.m.  —  name:    "Farm  Page"  RFD  Francisco  Darquea  in  Quito, 

Ecuador,  benefited  plenty  from  his  U.  S.  visit  in  195°",  if  a  photo  we've  received 
is  typical.  His  broadcasts  bring  in  much  mail  since  he  polished  his  methods  with 
Okla.  farm  radio  folk,  at  Okla.  State  U. ,  the  U.  of  Ga. ,  and  here. 

THESE  AWAIT  YOUR  TAPES 

Yours  on  request;  enclose  tape  for  dubbing— 

1A.80    Progress  Report  On  Humane  Slaughter- -Vine e  Marcley  of  ARS  comments  on  the 

swing  to  humane  slaughtering  methods.  TIME:  1:12 
2A80    Good  Results  from  Corncob  Meal— Marcley,  at  Beltsville,  tells  of  favorable 

results  in  feeding  hogs  corncob  meal.  TIME:  1:28 
3A80    Upping  Market  Quality  of  Fruit--Pete  Keay  (KAY) ,  Marketing  Research, 

information  man,  views  tests  in  precooling  fruit  for  shipment. 

TIME:  2:08 

14-A80    Big  Forestry  Event  Just  Ahead.' —George  Vitas  of  FS  talks  with  our  Jack 
Towers  about  the  5th  World  Forestry  Congress,  starting  Aug.  28  at 
Seattle.      TIME:  ^:00 

5A80    The  World  Rice  Situation- -Dexter  Rivenbergh  of  For.  Agric.  Serv.  and  Towers 
discuss  trade  and  production  prospects  for  rice.      TIME:  k:00 

COAST  TO  COAST 

Agriculture  USA  (on  tape  from  here) --George  Round,  Neb.  Ext.  Ed. ,  talks  with 
Great  Plains  Agric.  Council  members  at  Laramie,  Wyo.  session.  23k 

American  Farmer— Delegates  from  Germany  to  the  5th  World  Forestry  Congress,  on 
ABC  radio  network,  11:30  a.m.  EDT  Sat. 

Nat'l  Farm  d  Home  Serv. --On  NBC's  Monitor  at  9:25  a.m.,  about  noon— 12:25  p.m. 
Sat.,  i+:30  and  6  p.m.  Sun.  (EDT '  s) ,  k  min.  farm  features  this  weekend:    USDA  Head- 
lines; Merel  Lowden  of  the  Forest  Service  and  Layne  Beaty  in  "Forest  Fire  Report;" 
Jay  Miller  with  stories  of  Sec'y  Benson  in  Europe. 


Sincerely, 
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To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 
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Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


rvice 

of  Agriculture 


August  12,  i960 
Letter  No.  937 


Plains-type  thunderstorms  have  "been  rolling  in  here  from  the  Blue  Ridge. .  .giving 
pastures  a  needed  boost,  and  cooling  things  weatherwise. . .which  reminds  us  that 
there's  been  a  lot  of  good  weather  over  the  Nation  recently,  to  judge  by  the  Crop 
Reporting  Board's  forecast  early  this  week  that  this  will  be  another  record  breaking 
crop  year. . .with  feed  grains  up  20  percent  over  last  year  to  offset  a  little  less 
corn  production,  etc.    Three  good  production  years  in  a  row.' 

TEE  WATCH  ON  THE  WASHITA 

The  effect  of  upstream  controls  on  downstream  problems  is  to  be 
investigated  by  Agri.  Research  Serv.  scientists  on  the  Washita  (WASH-i- 
taw)  River  Watershed  in  Oklahoma  and  Texas... the  Department  announced 
today  that  hydrologists  and  other  specialists  will  make  an  extended  study 
of  the  650-mile  Washita,  its  tributaries. . .their  retention  dams,  and 
farm  conservation  measures  in  the  area.    Results  will  help  there  and  on 
similar  streams  elsewhere. 


WHAT'S  HAPPENED  TO  OLD  BOSSY? 

The  number  of  milk  cows  on  farms  in  June...  19- 2  million. .  .was  announced  by  the 
Dep't  today  as  the  lowest  total  for  the  month  in  30  years.    Dairy  cow  numbers  have 
been  declining  since  19^.  ..but  the  decrease  in  the  past  year... one  percent ..  .was 
the  smallest  since  195^.    Numbers  dropped  everywhere  over  the  nation. .. except  the 
South  Atlantic  and  West.    The  North  Central  region  had  the  largest  decrease.  The 
trend  is  to  larger  dairy  herds. .. increased  competition  and  costs  have  influenced 
some  farmers  to  get  out  of  the  business.    Monthly  milk  production  is  a  bit  higher 
now  than  a  year  ago,  but  one  percent  less  than  the  preceding  10  year  average. 


BEHIND  WORLD  HEADLINES 

FOR  RELEASE  MONDAY,  AUG.  15  —  The  Foreign  Agri.  Serv.  predicts  a 
severe  drop  in  production  and  exports  for  the  valuable  oil  palm  industry 
of  the  Republic  of  the  Congo... a  result  of  political  and  economic  in- 
stability.   The  industry  had  50  years  of  continuous  growth  before  the 
new  nation  was  granted  independence ... the  expected  cut  in  exports  from 
the  Congo  may  benefit  some  American  farmers.    Exports  of  U.  S.  soybean 

and  edible  oil  would  increase  As  a  result  of  the  recent  commercial 

agreements  between  Cuba  and  Communist  China... the  Caribbean  country  will 
get  machinery,  electronic  and  communication  equipment,  steel,  chemicals, 
vegetable  oils,  cloth  and  thread,  pork,  fruits,  tea. . .movies  and  printed 
materials  for  "education  and  culture" ...  in  exchange  for  500,000  tons  of 
Cuban  sugar  annually  and  oth^r  agricultural  goods. 
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FAMILY  FARM  OF  THE  FUTURE 


Looking  ahead  to  1975^  a  Dep't  of  Agriculture  economist  sees  the  family  farm  as 
more  specialized,  but  still  dominant  in  most  types  of  farming.    H.  L.  Stewart  believes 
farmers  will  make  more  use  of  specialists  in  spraying,  dusting,  and  fertilizing... 
and  will  seek  more  professional  management  assistance  and  help  in  buying  and  market- 
ing livestock.    The  size  of  family  f arms  will  continue  to  grow. ..the  total  number 
will  decrease.    Managerial  limitations. . .risks. . .uncertainties  •will  limit  expansion 
of  large-scale  livestock  feeding  in  the  West  and  Southwest.    Stewart  will  make  these 
forecasts  tomorrow  at  the  American  Farm  Economics  Ass'n  meeting  in  Ames,  Iowa. 


NO  CHANGE  IN  THE  WEATHER,  BUI... 

The  disappearance  of  the  32-year-old  Nat'l  Farm  and  Home  Hour 
hasn't  changed  the  weather  in  Chicago. . .Everett  Mitchell  has  added  a 
weekly  farm  roundup  at  8  to  3:30  a.m.  Saturday  to  his  chores  at  WNBQ, 
where  he  continues  to  do  a  daily  6:20  to  6:30  a.m.  farm  television  show, 
in  color, .. .he ' s  also  begun  a  new  series  on  WMAQ,  radio,  5:30  to  6  a.m. 
Mon  thru  Fri  and  a  6  to  6:15  a.m.  roundup  on  Sat.    So,  it's  still  "A 
Beautiful  Day  in  Chicago,"  which  has  been  Ev's  tag-line  for  lo'  these 
many  years  and  is  known  nationally  by  old  and  young.  Incidentally, 
prouder  of  his  hogs  than  ordinary,  Ev  reports  a  load  of  his  meat-type 
crosses  from  his  "Beautiful  Day  Farm"  topped  the  Chicago  market  recently. 
Congratulations  on  all  counts,  Everett,  you  old  sod-buster. 

NOT  TOO  LATE  FOR  EUROPEM  TAPES 

A  bouquet  of  bluebonnets  and  sunflowers  to  Don  Tuttle  (WGY,  Schenectady)  for  the 
job  he's  doing... for  himself  andRFD's  all  over... in  getting  solid  interviews  along 
the  route  of  Sec'y  Benson's  market  development  trip  through  Europe  and  the  Middle 
East.    His  tapes  have  been  coming  in  here  in  good  shape. . .we 've  been  dubbing  and 
rushing  them  on  to  those  of  you  who  have  sent  in  tapes  and  requests.     If  you  aren't 
getting  these... it's  not  too  late  to  get  your  bid  (and  blanks)  to  us. 

NEVER  TOO  MANY  (GOOD)  COOKS 

A  salute  for  the  36  radio  stations  and  37  newspapers  which  spon- 
sored Nat'l  Live  Stock  and  Meat  Board  cooking  schools  last  year.     It  was 
the  busiest  season  in  the  30-year  history  of  Meat  Board  cooking  schools 
...average  daily  attendance  for  the  four  day  sessions  was  1,200.  Carl 
Newann,  erstwhile  farm  bdcstr  (K0MA,  Okla  City),  is  the  Meat  Eoard's 
general  manager. 


OF  MIKES  AND  MEN 


Congratulations  to  Wayne  Liles,  KWTV,  Oklahoma  City,  named  outstanding  farm 
broadcaster  in  the  nation  for  1959  by  the  American  Feed  Manufacturers  Ass'n.  It 
could  be  observed  jn  passing  that  the  AFMA  has  two  former  farm  broadcasters  on  its  head- 
quarters staff.    They  are  Dick  Kathe  (WGAR,  Cleveland)  and  Bill  Diamond  (WHO,  Des 

Moines).    Good  work,  no?  Way  down  yonder  in  New  Orleans,  George  Shannon  (WLW)  has 

new  responsibilities  as  president  of  the  Commercial  Agric.  Ass'n.    Main  objective  of 

the  organization  is  to  tell  the  true  farm  story  to  non-farm  groups  Doubly  happy 

and  twice  as  busy  as  they  expected,  the  Joel  Chandlers  (WCAX,  Burlington,  Vt. )  have 
named  'em  Tracy  Katherine,  and  James  Whitney. . .  We're  proud  for  this  happy  quartet. 
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OUR  PROBLEMS  GET  ATI  EM1  ION  ABROAD 

Here's  how  some  foreign  currencies  earned  from  the  sale  of  U.  S.  surplus  agri- 
cultural commodities  abroad  under  Public  Law  hQo  may  help  American  farmers  and  con- 
sumers. Yesterday,  the  Department  announced  grants  totaling  more  than  $1^0,000  for 
research  work  in  England  and  Pakistan.  Scientists  at  Cambridge,  England  will  spend 
five  years  seeking  the  causes  and  control  of  discoloration  in  processed  potato  pro- 
ducts. Pakistani  researchers  will  seek  out  natural  enemies  of  poisonous  weeds, 
activity  that  could  help  us  a  lot  later  on.  A  number  of  grants  like  these  in  recent 
weeks  have  served  to  increase  the  total  work  underway,  at  many  points  in  the  world, 
that  is  aimed  at  finding  solutions  to  our  food  production  and  preparation  problems. 

F00D-F0R-PEACS  MEETING 

A  Food-f or-Peace  conference  here  Sept.  1  will  bring  together  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Gov't  and  the  U.  S.  Voluntary  Relief  Agencies  to  dis- 
cuss the  aims,  procedures  and  accomplishments  in  distribution  of  surplus 
U.  S.  food  abroad.    The  President's  Food-f or-Peace  Coordinator,  Don 
Paarlberg,  believes  the  meeting  will  lead  to  improved  surplus  food  dis- 
tribution. 

FOUR-STATE  FARM  TV 

John  Philpot  is  the  new  Farm  Service  Director  for  KCMC-TV,  Texarkana,  Texas-Ark. 
He's  another  who  came  to  the  airways  via  agric.  extension. . .was  formerly  Associate 
County  Agent  in  Miller  County,  Ark.    His  broadcasts  reach  into  Texas,  Arkansas,  Okla- 
homa and  Louisiana.    He  succeeds  Jack  Tompkins  who  moved  back  to  KliTV,  Okla.  City. 

WILL  DIRECT  MEAT  INSPECTION 

Dr.  Clarence  H.  Pals  will  succeed  Dr.  Albert  R.  Miller  as  director 
of  the  meat  inspection  division,  ARS,  on  Sept.  1.    With  USDA  since  1932, 
Dr.  Pals  had  field  assignments  in  Chicago,  Iowa,  and  New  York  before 
coming  here  in  19^. .  .the  year  Dr.  Miller  became  head  of  Fed'l  meat 
inspection  work.    Dr.  Miller,  retiring  after  35  years  with  the  Dep't, 
has  received  a  number  of  awards  for  his  work. ..and  is  author  of  a  text- 
book... "Meat  Hygiene" .. ,wi dely  used  in  colleges  of  veterinary  medicine. 

FARM  WORKERS  TOTAL  CONTINUES  DECLINE 

There  were  more  farm  workers  employed  in  July. ..a  total  of  8 A  million. . .tha^ 
were  expected  a  month  earlier,  but  one  percent  below  the  total  a  year  ago.  Farmers 
have  been  behind  schedule. . .late  plantings,  replantings, etc. . .kept  many  jobs  going  az 
the  season  changed.    But  even  this  factor  didn't  boost  employment  enough  to  keep  the 
total  from  being  the  lowest  for  July  on  the  record  books.    The  number  of  farm  opera- 
tors and  family  workers  was  $.6  million,  a  three  percent  reduction  since  last  year. 
They  hired  two  percent  more  workers  this  year. 

WHBF  TO  BOOST  FARM  COVERAGE 

"We  are  in  the  heart  of  a  very  important  farm  belt ... looking  for  a 
Farm  Director  for  our  radio  and  television  operation,"  is  the  call  from 
Ted  Arnold,  sales  manager,  WHBF,  Rock  Island,  111.    Ted  indicates  their 
service  to  farm  folks  has  been  good  but  they  want  to  make  it  better. 
We  hope  this  brings  in  the  right  man.    Bravo,  Ted. 


I 

/ 
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CHANNEL  CHATTER 

Our  Television  service  will  mail  four  TV  Packages  next  week: 

UBDA  Standards  for  Poultry  Grading;  how  revised  standards  improve  the 

quality  and  appearance  of  "birds.    Six  still  pix. 
Light  Up  for  Safety's  Sake  has  suggestions  from  REA  safety  folks  on  the 

iiiportance  of  home  lighting  in  country  and  town.    Six  pix. 
Fifth  World  Forestry  Congress  tells  of  the  purpose,  agenda,  etc.,  for 

the  big  meeting  Aug.  29-Sept.  10  in  Seattle.    Ik  pix. 
Research  Roundup  tells  how  dairy  farmers  can  get  help  from  Starr  millet; 

why  hens  that  live  alone  beat  those  in  groups  in  laying  eggs;  how 

scientists  get  all  the  bolls  to  stay  put;  and  how  the  corn-and-cob 

meal  deal  makes  for  lean  porkers. 

COAST  TO  COAST 

Agriculture  USA  (on  tape  from  here)  gives  facts  on  plant  growth  regulators,  as 
Vince  Marcley  talks  with  Dr.  H.  Cathey.    Aug.  13  weekend.    13g  min. 

The  American  Farmer  features  "Farming  in  the  Emerald  Isle"  with  Jim  Hartman, 
U.  S.  Agric.  Attache  at  Dublin,  on  ABC  radio  network,  11:30  a.m.    EDT  Sat. 

National  Farm  £  Home  Service— four  min.  farm  features  on  NBC's  Monitor  at  9:25 
a.m.,  about  noon- -12: 25  p.m.,  Sat.,  k:30  and  6  p.m.  Sun.  (EDT's),  k  min.  farm 
features  this  weekend:    USDA  Headlines  by  Layne  Beaty;     "We're  Headed  for  a  Record 
Crop"  by  Dick  Smith,  AMS;  Bill  Adams  (OBC,  San  Francisco)  interviews  J.  K.  Stern, 
at  Am.  Inst,  of  Co-op  meeting  in  Berkley.    Also,  two  tapes  by  Jay  Miller  with  Sec'y 
Benson  abroad.    Next  weekend,  Frank  Atwood,  (WTIC,  Hartford)  on  the  decline  of  cigar 
binder  tobacco- -The  Struggle  Between  Man  and  Machine;  the  Regional  k-E  Conference, 
USDA  Headlines,  and  two  more  from  Jay  Miller  with  the  Sec'y's  party. 

Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  News,  daily  on  Mutual.    See  local  schedules. 

NEW  FOR  YOUR  LIBRARY 

Yours  on  request:    enclose  tape  for  dubbing — 

6A80    Spread  Benefits  of  Watershed  Protection-- John  Wetzel,  Director  of 
Watershed  Planning  Div. ,  SCS,  tells  what,  why,  when,  how. 
TIME:  1:0^ 

1Q80    i960  Is  Headed  for  a  Record  Crop  Output — Crop  Reporting  Board 

Chairman  S.  R.  "Bert"  Newell  gives  highlights  of  Aug.  10 

report.    TIME:  2:50 
7A80    From  Beltsville— Instant  Sweetpotato  Ahead- -Vince  Marcley  of  ARS 

tells  of  research  that  may  regain  market  position  for  this 

crop.    TIME:  2:06 

2Q80    Sec.  Benson  in  Brussels—tells  Don  Tuttle  of  WGY,  Schenectedy,  N.Y. 
of  his  reaction  to  Common  Market  proposals  for  farm  trade. 
TIME:  k:l6 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


Enclosure 


RFO  LEfTER 


.  \  To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agricultu 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


August  19,  i960 
Letter  No.  938 


This  is  the  visiting  season  in  Washington,  it  seems ,  and  we've  welcomed  a  goodly 
number  of  tourists  and  folks  on  business  here  this  week.    If  our  quarters  are  cramped 
and  mussed- up  a  bit  right  now  due  to  a  small  remodeling  project  which  will  help  us 
serve  you  better  in  the  recording  and  tape  dubbing  section,-  we  always  have  an  open 

door... So,  when  you're  in  this  town,  cr  passing  through,  just  cone  on  in  Which 

serves  to  remind  us,  Secretary  Benson  returned  yesterday  from  that  l8-day  trip  to 
Europe  and  the  Middle  East. . .reported  that  the  world  trade  development  trip  "was  a 
successful  and  profitable  one  for  American  agriculture  from  every  indication  avail- 
able."   He  said  something  else  that  probably  echoes  thoughts  you  have  had,  "Farm 
people  certainly  speak  a  common  language  and  in  the  fields  of  trade  and  agriculture  I 
believe  we  will  discover  ways  to  bridge  the  gaps  in  mutual  understanding  so  sorely 
needed  in  this  world  of  i960." 


FATS  L  OILS  SUPPLY  TO  DECLINE 


Indications  now  point  to  a  supply  of  about  Ik  billion  pounds  of  fats 
and  oils  during  the  year  ahead,  about  Ik  billion  pounds,  a  bit  below  the 
record  quantity  available  in  1959-^0*    The  Crop  Reporting  Board  announced 
today  that  smaller  supplies  of  soybeans  are  expected  to  cause  the  reduc- 
tion.   The  end- of -year  carryover  of  beans  is  expected  to  decline.  Prices 
of  soybeans,  cottonseed  and  peanuts  will  be  about  those  paid  last  year. 
Lard  prices  should  be  up  a  bit.    Flaxseed  is  expected  to  sell  well  above 
the  support  price. 


WHEAT  LOAN  BUSINESS  BOOMS 


This  year's  wheat  crop  isn't  expected  to  measure  up  to  the  195$  record. . .but  the 
grain  is  going  under  price- support  loans  and  purchase  agreements  at  a  faster  rate. 
The  Dep't  announced  yesterday  that  126.9  million  bu.  went  under  support  by  July  31« 
This  compares  with  106.9  million  bu.  in  1958,  and  107-7  million  last  year.  Recourse 
loans... made  under  the  provisions  of  the  ^50^000  limitation  on  regular  loans  this 
year. . .have  been  made  on  only  18,756  bu.  of  wheat. 


MILK  PRICES  IN  SEASONAL  ADVANCE 


Fluid  milk  prices  in  early  Aug.  continued  their  seasonal  advance  at 
both  producer  and  ansumer  levels,  the  Crop  Reporting  Board  has  announced. 
Prices  paid  by  dealers  are  higher  this  month  in  31  markets... no  price  de- 
clines were  noted.    Consumers  found  single  quart  prices  up  in  18  areas, 
found  milk  cheaper  in  five.    The  home  delivered  price  for  a  quart  of  milk 
in  25  major  cities  averaged  26.3  cents. 


--  2  - 


■/JILL  INCREASE  EASTERN  GRAIN  STORES 

As  part  of  the  overall  program  of  developing  civil  defense  "readiness/1  stocks 
of  government -owned  grain  along  the  Eastern  Seaboard  will  be  increased  materially, 
the  Dep't  announced  this  week.    The  15  million  bu.  of  wheat  in  idle  ships  in  the 
Hudson  and  James  Rivers  will  be  at  least  doubled.     Stocks  at  less  vulnerable  loca- 
tions will  be  increased  by  about  5  million  bushels.    Experience  over  the  years  has 
shown  that  competent  care  and  supervision  make  ships  practical  for  storing  grain. 
They  have  the  special  advantage  of  mobility. 

TRADE  TRIPPERS  ARE  BACK 

Secretary  Benson  and  his  party  returned  Thursday  a.m.  from  their 
l8-day  trade  trip  to  Western  Europe  and  the  Middle  East.  Perhaps  you 
have  been  using  some  of  the  tapes  Don  Tuttle  (WGY,  Schenectady)  sent 
back  for  RFD's.  They  are  still  available,  and  good.  Claude  Mahoney, 
Mutual;  came  down  in  Paris  with  what  he  calls  "the  poor  man's  il-eitis" 
and  returned  home  early  (he's  okay  now).  Don  suffered  a  ruptured  ear 
drum  in  Egypt  but  is  on  the  mend. 

BEHIND  WORLD  HEADLINES 

There  are  two  basic  diets  among  the  peoples  of  the  world,  meat  and  rice.... and 
meat  is  gaining  in  popularity.    While  we've  watched  a  buildup  in  beef  cattle  numbers 
to  over  100  million  head  in  the  U.  S....and  worried  about  it.... here's  how  some 
others  regard  the  situation.    The  Food  and  Agri.  Organization  of  the  United  Nations 
said  this  week  meat  production  is  not  rising  fast  enough  over  the  world  to  keep  up 
with  demand. ..and  that  a  slight  decline  in  exportable  supplies  of  beef  last  year 

brought  the  expansion  of  world  meat  trade  almost  to  a  halt  Added  points  to 

ponder... our  meat  production  edged  up  last  year  to  lk.6  billion  pounds.    The  Russians 
have  set  ih  billion  pounds  as  their  production  goal  by  1965*.. "but  despite  a  13  per- 
cent rise  in  their  production  last  year  produced  only  5*3  billion  pounds  And  as 

for  world  rice  trade... it  was  the  second  largest  in  lU  years  last  year,  according  to 
our  Foreign  Agri.  Serv.    But  the  rise  has  been  due  mainly  to  a  sharp  gain  in  the 
exports  of  the  Communist  bloc.     Shipments  outside  the  Communist  bloc  declined  in 
1959.    Total  shipments  of  both  meat  mid  rice  are  given  in  millions  of  metric  tons... 
3.3  million  tons  of  meat  last  year... and  6.5  million  tons  of  milled  rice. 

ABOUT  "THE  FOOD  WE  EAT" 

We  believe  the  fact  sheet  we've  enclosed  with  today's  letter  is 
pretty  special.     "The  Food  We  Eat"  gets  down  to  cases  in  terms  everyone 
can  understand  in  detailing  the  importance  of  agriculture  to  our  whole 
economy. .. .You'll  find  it  will  provide  background  material  for  use  in 
connection  with  Farm-City  Week,  Nov.  lQ-2k,  too. 

CALIFORNIA,  THERE  HE  GOES 

Out  of  the  blue  comes  a  welcome  visit  this  week  from  vacationing  L.  M.  (Buck) 
Clausen,  KTUR;  Turlock,  Calif.,  who  visits  relatives  in  the  area,  and  presses  on  to 
New  England  before  heading  west.    Buck  starts  his  25th  year  as  vo.  ag.  teacher  when 
he  gets  back,  and  his  sixth  as  a  farm  bdcstr.     His  15-min  7:30  a.m.  daily  show  is 
taped  for  repeat  bdcst  at  12:15,  includes  farm  news,  interviews,  some  markets  and 
a  spattering  of  weather.    Glad  to  see  you;  Buck. 
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OF  MIKES  AND  MEN  (AND  FARMERS '  DAUGHTERS ) 

Milton  Bliss  sends  word  of  new  farm  program  series  to  cone  at  his  new  stand^ 
(WFIL,  Philadelphia).    He'll  he  on  radio  Mon.  thru  Fri,  6:30  to  6:^5  a.m.,  starting 
Sept.  12,  and  will  have  his  TV  series  on  the  same  days,  12  to  12:30  p.m.  beginning 

Sept.  19.    Best  of  luck,  Milt  Here  at  the  Department,  we're  looking  forward  to 

the  visit  Monday  of  "Iowa's  Favorite  Farmer's  Daughter"  for  i960. . .Karen  Sue  Carmi- 
chael,  who  hails  from  Brooklyn  in  the  Corn  State.    Boh  Nance  and  Bill  Alford,  who 
find  this  annual  contest  enlivens  their  regular  farm  heat  chores  at  WMT,  Cedar 
Rapids,  certify  Karen  Sue  as  "pretty,  green-eyed,  brunette ...  and  resident  of  a  real 
farm."    Wes  Seyler  (erstwhile  RFD  at  WIBW,  Topeka)  leaves  Okla.  City  Sept.  1  to 
become  Field  Services  Dir.  of  the  Agri.  Hall  of  Fame  at  Bonner    Springs,  Kan.  (Jack 
Jackson,  another  ex-RFD,  is  Dir.)    Wes  has  been  Okla.  dir.  for  Am.  Dairy  Ass'n  for 
past  three  years. 


SPOTS  BEFORE  YOUR  EARS 


Cordell  Hatch,  Pa.  ext.  radio  spec,  reports  that  his  county  ext. 
folks  like  the  use  of  spots  to  supplement  regular  hdcsts  on  local  sta- 
tions.   One  recently  wrote  the  manager  of  WNAE,  Warren,  "This  method 

has  proved  very  efficient  great  number  of  requests  for  bulletins  and 

circulars. .. .made  many  more  people  aware  of  the  agri.  ext.  office... 
spots  are  natural  ice-breaker  and  topic  of  conversation. ...  doing  real 
educational  job."    Cordell  emphasized  that  the  spots  SUPPLEMENT  and  do 
not  replace  regular  farm  programming. 


HATCH  ACT  ON  INCREASE 


The  hatch  of  both  broiler-type  and  egg-type  chicks  by  commercial  hatcheries 
last  month  was  larger  than  in  July  1959-    Broiler-type  chick  production  was  up  5  per- 
cent.   Egg-type  chick  output  soared  35  percent.    But  for  the  first  seven  months  this 
year,  egg-chick  output  is  down  15  percent  from  1959  totals.    Broiler-types,  however, 
went  up  four  percent  during  these  months.    The  Crop  Reporting  Board  expects  the  hate! 
this  month  of  both  types  will  be  larger  than  in  August  1959- 


HOG  CHOLERA  SLOWS  OUR  PORK  EXPORTS 


The  U.  S.  is  only  exporting  about  TO  million  pounds  of  pork  per 
year.  Elimination  of  hog  cholera  could  boost  this  total,  is  the  belief 
expressed  Thursday  at  a  regional  hog  cholera  eradication  meeting  in  Den 
ver.  Melville  A.  Drisko,  director  of  livestock  and  meat  products  divi- 
sion, Foreign  Agri.  Ser. ,  talked  on  the  subject.  He  said  that  State 
regvilations  banning  the  use  of  virulent  hog  cholera  virus  would  do  much 
to  improve  the  export  situation.    Some  32  states  prohibit  its  use  now. 


THERE'S  A  FUTURE  FOR  FORD 

Doug  Ford,  whose  farm  news  bdestg  abilities  won  him  the  second-place  A.  P.  award 

for  this  talent  just  a  while  back,  has  resigned  from  WCYB,  Bristol,  Tenn          and  is 

looking  about  for  a  spot  to  exercise  his  well-known  combination  of  hard  work  and 
careful  planning  in  the  farm  bdestg  business  he  knows  so  well.  Write  him  at  837 
Anderson,  Bristol. 
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UP  AND  AT  'EM 

While  continuing  their  farm  programs  on  KFYO,  (Lubbock,  Texas),  Boh  Stephens 
and  Bob  Etheredge  are  branching  out.    They've  formed  an  agri.  ad  agency,  and  among 
other  things,  will  produce  KFYO's  noon  programs  in  their  own  studios.    An  orchid 
horseshoe,  Buckoes. 

CHANNEL  CHATTER 

Our  Television  Service  will  mail  a  package  and  two  Video  news  items 
next  week: 

Regional  k-E  Conference- -Eight  pix  on  the  recent  meeting  here  of  Negro 
^-Her 's. 

Forestry  Congress  bulletin  tells  more  on  the  Fifth  World  Forestry  Congress 

opening  in  Seattle  Aug.  29. 
Drink  More  Milk- -One  pix  with  varying  length  spot  announcements. 

COAST  TO  COAST 

Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  News- -daily  on  Mutual.    See  local  schedules. 

Agriculture  USA  (on  tape  from  here )- -Scientist  John  Fells  of  Agri.  Research  Serv, 
tells  Vince  Marcley,  ARS  information  staff,  of  on -farm  studies  in  fight  against  the 
face  fly.    Aug.  20  weekend.    13^  min. 

The  American  Farmer  features  a  report  on  the  World  Grassland  Congress  in  England, 
and  John  Wetzel,  Director,  Watershed  Planning,  on  multiple-use  dams.    ABC  radio  net- 
work, 11:30  a.m.  (EDI)  Sat. 

Nat'l  Farm  £  Home  Service — four  min.  farm  features  cn  NBC's  Monitor  at  9:25  a.m.. 
about  noon — 12:25  p.m.,  Sat.;  ^:30  and  6  p.m.  Sun.  (EDT).    This  weekend- -Frank 
Atwood  (WTIC,  Hartford)  on  cigar  binder  tobacco;  The  Regional  (Negro)  k-E  Congress; 
2  reports  from  Sec'y  Benson's  trade  trip  with  Jay  Miller;  and  USDA  Headlines.  Next 
weekend:    Conway  Robinson  (WBAL,  Baltimore)  reports  from  the  nation's  newest  farmers' 
mkt,  in  that  city;  Herb  Plambeck  (WHO,  Des  Moines)  on  "Country  Living  Dreams  Versus 
Reality";  Dewey  Rounds  (WDAF,  Kansas  City)  with  the  World  Hereford  Congress;  and 
USDA  Headlines. 


NEW  FOR  YOUR  LIBRARY 


Yours  on  request:     enclose  tape  for  dubbing-- 

8a8o    How  Brucellosis  Eradication  Program  Affects  Ranchers- -Dr.  C.  K. 

Mingle,  chief  of  USDA  brucellosis  work,  answers  questions 
Vince  Marcley,  ARS  information  staff,  voices  for  ranchers. 
TIME:  3:26 

9A80    We  All  Can  Help  Prevent  Bad  Insect  Outbreaks- -Vince  Marcley  tells 

how  anyone  can  help  in  the  battle  against  pests.    TIME:  1:00 
10A80    How  the  European  Common  Market  Works — Don  Tuttle  of  WGY,  Schenectady, 

N.  Y. ,  gets  a  report  on  this  from  Johan  Von  Stulpnagel,  ECM 

information  official.    TIME:  3:25 
3QS0    How  to  Get  Apples  to  the  Market  in  Top  Condition- -Pete  Keay,  Agri. 

Marketing  Serv.,  with  advice  to  farmers  and  packers.  TIME:  1:22 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


Enclosure 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

nt  of  Agriculture 


U.  S.  DE°T.  OF  AGRICULTURE 

Office  of  Informntion -;U.cSq DppjQrtme 


APk2,  7  1951 

CURRENT  SERIAL  RECORDS 


Dear  Farn  Broadcasters: 


August  26,  i960 
Letter  No.  939 


In  some  circles ,  the  term  "summer  hiatus"  is  a  shop  phrase.    We've  heard  of  it 
"but  don't  know  what  it  means.    Farming  certainly  doesn't  slow  down  in  hot  weather 
and  eating  doesn't  seem  to.    People,  especially  soine,  wear  fewer  garments  but  com- 
pensate for  this  when  they  change  and  launder  them  oftener.    So,  vacations,  va- 
cancies ,  installation  of  new  heating  and  air  conditioning  systems  notwithstanding, 
we're  doing  business  as  usual.    Ass't  Info.  Dir.  Harold  R.  Lewis,  meanwhile,  is  off 
to  London  for  a  month  to  help  with  the  trade  fair  there.     Jack  Towers  is  vacation- 
ing in  S.D.,  and  John  Wagner  is  winding  up  two  weeks  with  the  Air  Force.  Norm 
Kraeft  has  resigned  at  WGN,  Chicago,  to  help  with  the  presidential  campaign... 
he ' s  in  town  row 

MEET  ON  FOOD-FOR -PEACE 

The  Food-For-Peace  conference  will  "be  held  here  Thursday,  Sept.  1,  to 
appraise  progress  of  the  program.    Representatives  of  the  voluntary 
agencies  which  distribute  our  surplus  foods  to  needy  persons  abroad 
will  attend  the  session,  along  with  officials  of  the  meeting's 
sponsors,  USDA  and  the  Int'l  Cooperation  Adm.     Since  the  program 
"began,  more  than  60  million  people  in  111  countries  have  received 
almcst  $2  "billion  worth  of  America's  farm  products. 

WHEAT  SITUATION  REPORT 

It's  early  -  yet... but  looking  to  the  1961  wheat  harvest  with  the  minimum  allot- 
ment in  effect. . .USDA' s  Outlook  and  Situation  Board  sees  combines  gleaning  grain 
from  53  million  acres.    If  the  23.3  bu.  average  is  maintained  (ave.  was  25.7  this 
year)  a  1,235  million  bu.  crop  is  in  prospect. .. .and  that's  more  wheat  than  we  have 
prospects  of  using  here,  and  exporting,  next  year.    Right  now,  it  looks  like  we'll 
have  a  1,550  million  bushel  carryover ...  supplies  today  are  at  a  record  high  of 
2,682  million  bu.     Our  exports  are  climbing  toward  a  525  million  bu.  total  for  this 
marketing  year... and  that's  within  25  million  of  the  record  of  1956-57- 


PLANS  TO  CHALLENGE  FORESTERS 


When  Sec.  Benson  addresses  2,000  foresters  from  71  nations  at  the 
opening  session  of  the  Fifth  World  Forestry  Congress  in  Seattle  Monday, 
he  is  expected  to  issue  this  challenge:  "...make  certain  that  future 
generations  will  never  have  cause  to  say,   'Our  forests  are  gone;  those 
who  lived  before  us  have  failed  us ' . . .We  must  enlist  and  use  the  most 
advanced  science,  so  that  forest  resources  may  contribute  fully  to  peace 
and  plenty. ..It  can  be  done.     It  must  be  done." 
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RECORD  SAUCE  SUPPLY  EXPECTED 

After  problems  that  became  legend  last  winter,  cranberry  growers  are  headed 
now  for  their  biggest  harvest  ever.    The  Crop  Reporting  Board  forecasts  a  1,288,500 
barrel  crop.    The  major  producing  state,  Mass.,  will  account  for  a  whopping 
700,000  barrel  share  of  the  total,  and  offsets  declines  in  output  in  the  other 
four  cranberry  states,  N.J. ,  Wis.,  Wash.,  and  Ore. 

EXPECT  DOWNTREND  IN  CATTLE  PRICES 

The  Outlook  and  Situation  Board  has  announced  the  i960  calf  and  lamb 
crops  are  larger  than  last  year. . .but  the  pig  crop  dropped  sharply.  There 
are  indications  that  the  rate  of  increase  of  cattle  and  sheep  may  be  slow- 
ing. .  .but  bigger  supplies  and  some  downtrend  in  cattle  prices  are  in  view 
for  next  year.    A  higher  slaughter  rate  and  smaller  imports  of  cattle  in- 
dicate that  the  gain  in  numbers  of  cattle  and  calves  on  hand  by  year's  end 
will  be  less  than  the  U.9  million  head  increase  of  1959* 

I  GET  STARTED  EATING  'EM 

Not  since  the  last  war  year  (19^-^-5)  have  we  eaten  so  many  peanuts.  When 
the  season  ended  last  month,  728  million  pounds  had  gone  into  the  making  of  candy, 
sandwiches,  peanut  butter,  etc ....  including  190  million  pounds  of  salted  peanuts. 
Total  peanuts  milled  were  down  a  bit  from  the  preceding  year,  but  end-of-season 
stocks  on  July  31  were  about  a  fifth  below  the  total  a  year  ago. 

EMERGENCY  AREAS  IN  TWO  STATES 

Livestock  growers  in  areas  of  Miss,  and  La.  are  having  it  rough 
this  year.    A  bitter  winter  depleted  feed  stores  and  pastures... 
and  a  severe  drouth  this  summer  has  complicated  that  problem. . . 
Sec.  Benson  has  just  designated  32  more  counties  in  the  two  states 
as  emergency  areas.    Peisons  there  who  do  not  have  adequate  feed 
and  are  unable  to  obtain  enough  through  normal  trade  channels 
"without  undue  hardship"  can  now  buy  government -owned  corn  and 
grain  sorghums  for  their  livestock.    There  are  now  counties 
or  parishes  in  the  emergency  program. 

ON  TO  CHILLICOTHE 

The  Nat'l  Corn  Picking  Contest  on  Oct.  21  will  be  at  Chillicothe,  Mo., 
and  if  a  RFD  doesn't  get  picked  and  sheD.led  before  it  ends,  it  von't  be  because 
they  weren't  minding  the  rows.     "Smitty  Schmitz  (KFEQ,  St.  Joseph)  is  chairman 
of  the  nat'l  ass'n  that  stages  this  widely -he raided  event.    Among  his  committeemen 
are  Ray  Loftesness  (KSOO,  Sioux  Falls),  Arnold  Peterson  (WOW,  Omaha),  Ralph 
Shepherd  (KWOA,  Worthington,  Minn.),  and  Newsman  (erstwhile  farm  man)  Chuck 
Worcester  (WIZE,  Cedar  Rapids ) . 

"CONTRACT"  BOOSTED  HIS  CONTRACTS 

Is  it  a  bird?    Is  it  a  plane'     No.'     It's  George  Shannon 
(WWL~TV,  New  Orleans)  getting  views... via  helicopter ...  of  the 
West  St.  James  Field  Day... said  seasoned  Shannon  watchers.  And 
for  the  second  time  George  linked  stations  in  New  Orleans,  Baton 
Rouge,  and  Lafayette  with  a  single  show.     He  told  the  story  to 
city  people  on  an  agri-business  basis ....  Nice  going,  George. 
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BEHIND  WORLD  HEADLINES 

The  I960  world  wheat  crop  is  expected  to  he  second  only  to  the  record  production 
in  1958,  according  to  our  Foreign  Agri.  Serv.    Increased  output  in  North  America  ana 
Asia  is  partly  offset  by  smaller  crops  in  Europe.  Drouths  in  some  Mediterranean 
nations  make  prospects  good  for  continuation  of  our  exports  of  large  quantities  oi 

wheat  to  countries  there ... .some  new  business  and  opportunities  for  our  Food  lor 

Peace  Program. 

The  Export- Import  Bank  is  lending  Japan  $U0  million  to  finance 
purchases  of  U.S.  cotton  in  the  coming  year.    The  new  loan... the  12th 
for  cotton  since  19U8. . .is  $10  million  larger  than  last  year's. 
The  new  U.S.  Feed  Grains  Council,  organized  by  several  feed  grain  producer 

groups,  will  make  use  of  local  currencies  accruing  from  Title  I  Public  Law  hVO  sales 

in  seeking  to  build  our  exports  of  feed  grains. 

DEMAND  AND  PRICE  SITUATION 

Mixed  trends  in  the  national  economy  suggest  relatively  stable 
levels  of  business  activity  for  the  near  future,  USDA's  Outlook  and 
Situation  Board  believes .    Consumer  incomes  and  expenditures  have 
been  at  record  highs .. .employment  and  prices  in  general  stable. 
Cash  receipts  from  farm  marketings  Jan.  through  July  were  $16.5 
billion,  about  one  percent  below  the  same  period  of  1959-  Lower 
prices  have  resulted  in  a  decrease  in  receipts  for  cattle  and  calves... 
larger  marketings  of  corn,  soybeans,  and  new-crop  wheat  have  raised 
receipts  for  those  crops. 

TIME  TO  GET  OUT  YOUR  WOOLENS 

National  Wool  Month  begins  Thursday.    In  designating  this  extended  occasion 
the  President  called  attention  to  Sept.  i960  as  marking  the  200th  anniversary  of  the 
recognition  of  wool  production  and  wool  manufacture  in  the  United  States  as  an 
industry.    Growers  groups  and  the  textile  makers  have  plans  for  major  promotions  of 
woolens  in  the  days  just  ahead. 

CHEMICAL  CURBS  POTATO  SPROUTS 

The  government  has  now  cleared  the  way  for  the  use  of  a 
chemical  known  as  CIPC  that  enables  potatoes  to  be  stored  at  55 
degrees  for  a  whole  year .. .without  sprouting.     CIPC...  (isopropyl 
N  (3-chlorophenyl)  carbonate) .. .had  been  used  previously  in  a 
different  formula  to  control  annual  grasses  in  fields.    'The  new 
low  cost  treatment  will  allow  potatoes  to  be  stored  longer,  at 
higher  temperatures  than  before,  without  disadvantages  that 
developed  during  storage  conditions  we  have  used  before.  Dr. 
Paul  C.  Marth,  of  USDA's  Agri.  Research  Serv.,  at  Beltsville, 
discovered  the  potential  of  CIPC  for  keeping  potatoes  in  condi- 
tion. 


HOW  TO  SNAG  A  PRIME  SLOT- -AND  SPONSOR 

Hustling  Dave  Bateman  has  made  his  point... in  spades.     Long  a  contender  that 
radio  programs  from  state  colleges  should  be  sponsored,  the  associate  ag.  ed.  of  N 
Agri.  College  has  achieved  just  that... for  a  new  NDAC  farm  show,  "This  Business  of 
Farming,"  and... in  the  process .. .moved  a  network  newscast  out  of  the  7-7:05  a.m. 
slot  at  KFYR,  Bismarck,  and  WDAY,  Fargo.    How  was  it  done?    "...it's  important," 
Dave  explains,  "that  we  provide  information  of  prime  importance."  This  sagely 
Batemanism  would  seem  to  apply  anywhere --even  to  this  Letter. 
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INCPEASE  GRAIN  INSPECTION  FEES 

Fees  charged  for  appeal  inspections  of  grain  will  be  increased,  effective 
Sept.  1.    The  fee  per  car  will  go  up  $1  to  $9,  and  cargo  grain  fees  will  be  in- 
creased from  $2  per  1,000  bu.  to  $2.25-    Comparable  increases  will  be  in  effect  for 
appeals  on  trucklots  and  on  submitted  samples . 

CHANNEL  CHATTER 


Due  out  from  our  Television  Service  this  week: 

Sharing  Our  Abundance --Four  min.  film  on  the  Food- for -Peace  Program 
footage  of  our  surplus  foods  being  used  in  foreign  countries . 

Forestry  Congress — A  photo  bulletin  about  the  Fifth  World  Forestry 
Congress . 

Grassed  Waterways- -Eleven  photo  story ,  and  a  new  bulletin  on  this 

important  subject. 
Sept.  Consumer  Television  Package- -Plentiful  Foods;  Eggs  for 

Breakfast;  Nat'l  School  Lunch  Program;  World  Foresters 

Meet;  Fresh  Corn  All  Year. . . . 


COAST  TO  COAST 

The  American  Farmer  gives  a  view  of  Emerald  Isle  farming  from  our  agri. 
attache,  Jim  Hartman,  and  has  George  Vitas  of  Forest  Service  on  "timber  supplies  of 
the  future"  ABC  radio  network,  11:30  a.m.  (EDT)  Sat. 

Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  News- -daily  on  Mutual.     See  local  schedules. 

Agriculture  USA  (on  tape  from  here)--Gives  pros  and  cons  of  contract  farming 
as  they  impress  economist  Leo  Gray  of  Agri.  Marketing  Serv.,  plus  aspects  of  biolog- 
ical control  of  plant  diseases,  as  seen  by  Dr.  C.B-  Davey  and  Dr.  G.C  Papavizas  of 
Agri.  Research  Serv.  Aug.  27  weekend,  13f  min. 

Nat ' 1  Farm  &  Home  Serv . - -  four  min.  farm  features  on  NBC's  Monitor  at  9:25  a.m. 
about  noon--12:25  p.m.  and  2:00  p.m.  Sat.;  and  4:30  p.m.  Sun.  (EDT).    This  weekend: 
Conway  Robinson  (WBAL,  Baltimore)  reports  from  the  nation's  newest  farmers'  mitt; 
Herb  Plambeck  (WHO,  Des  Moines)  on  "Country  Living  Dreams  Versus  Reality";  Dewey 
Rounds  (WDAF,  Kansas  City)  with  the  World  Hereford  Congress;  Cmer  Herrmann  of  USDA 
on  Soviet  food  marketing;  and  USDA  Headlines.     If  some  of  these  get  crowded  out  this 
week,  they'll  share  next  week's  spotlight  with  Bob  Buice  (KARK,  Little  Rock)  talking 
about  "Fish  Farming"),  and  Murray  Cox  (WFAA,  Dallas)  reporting  on  the  grain  sog- 
ghum  belt  in  Texas. 

NEW  FOR  YOUR  LIBRARY 


Yours  on  request:     Enclose  tape  for  dubbing-- 

Uq30      World  Wheat  Production  to  be  High--Clyde  Keaton  of  For.  Agri. 

Serv.,  with  Layne  Beaty,  reviews  i960  wheat  harvest, export 

prospects.      TIME:  2:3^ 
11A80    Use  of  Fats  and  Oils  in  Plasticizers--Pete  Keay  (KAY),  AMS 

talks  with  Jack  Towers,  R  dio  &  TV  Serv.,  about  new  uses 

for  these  farm  products .      TIME :  1:10 
12A80    From  Beltsville — Science  Aids  Sugar  Beet  Breeders- -Vince  Marcley 

tells  how  x-rays  will  help  produce  better  plants.     TIME :1: 15 
13A80    Good  News  on  Potato  Storage- -New  use  for  a  chemical  means  better, 

easier  storage  of  potatoes  is  possible  now.    TIME:  1:15 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


